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Though it may be difficult for us to remember, Sherlock Holmes was not the first detective in literature. One of Holmes’s possible literary ancestors was Maximilien Heller, who appeared in Henry Cauvin’s 1871 novel of that name. Heller, like Holmes, uses logical reasoning to establish the truth; both use recreational drugs (Heller’s choice is opium); and both acquire a confidante, a medical man who acts as narrator. John Pugmire has translated the work fluently from the French as The Killing Needle (L’Aiguille qi tue, a later title). This work also appears to be one of the earliest locked room mysteries. 
