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_French author Paul Halter’s
from. the- past, 1

later as I'Aiguille qui tue. (Cont. p. 11

that Heller inspired Conan Doyle in:

Pugmire’s introduction lays out a
persuasive case. Heller is an eccen-
‘tric deductive genius knowledgeable
about chemistry and forensic science,
~-a - master of disguise, and a drug
taker. A ‘doctor and friend narrates
his case. And yes, Doyle read French.
The novel preceded both Israel Zang-
will’s The Big Bow Mystery and -Gas-
ten Leroux’s The Mystery of the
Yellow Room as a locked-room mys-
tery, and it pioneered a category of
solution later . discussed by John
Dickson Carr: and Clayton Rawson,
as Pugmire explains in an afterword.
Unlike: most past writers, Agatha
Christie is always in print: The 75th
anniversary edition of And Then
There Were None (Morrow, $16.99) is
a handsome deckle-edged trade
paperback with French flaps - (the

ers know for his tra'nslaﬁons_ ol
has unearthed a buried treasm

under . the title Maximilien Heller, ;
after the eccentric detective, and;

French historians have assumed

the creation of Sherlock Holmes, and-

jatket flaps), a biographical note on
Christie, a paragraph from her auto-
-biography about the writing of the
1940 novel, and the full content of
the nursery rhyme at the center of
the plot, now concerning (for political
correctness) ten little soldier boys.
Other old books are bravely sent
forth without any concern for present-
day ethnic sensitivities. Al you need to
know about Sax Rohmer’s way-over-
the-top 1936 thriller President Fu
Manchu (Titan, $9.95) is found in the
“blurb of a 1970s Pyramid reprint:
“With his vast army of slaves and
zombies infiltrating every facet of
¢ American life, the evil doctor had in-
- corporated a new and deadly weapon
into his ever expanding arsenal: Politi-
cal Rhetoric.” Accompanying is “The
Blue Monkey,” one of the few short sto-
ries about Nayland Smith without his
longtime Yellow Peril -nemesis, intro-
duced by William Patrick Maynard. @
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A biographical novel based on Raymond
Chandler’s life. “For Giovanna, with Love”
by Frank J. Bruno. Free sample. Available
online: Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Apple
iBookstore, Google Play.

HEALTH

natural, sugar-free gourmet chocolate:

www.chocoperfection.com No MLM.

112

EOVE CHOCOLATE? Try ChocoPerfection all .

Reach your target audience of highly responsive buyers with Ellery Queen’s/Alfred Hitchcock's combined classified
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Malrooneys on Amazon
Finn again’'s awake, despite those inconvenient
murders. v

Come Investigate!

Visit us-anytime to see
what’s happening at:

www.theMysteryPlace.com
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EYES! Please send me

my Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery
Magazine Value Pack. I get 4
back issues for just $3.95 plus

$2 shipping and handling
-($7.95 per pack, U.S. funds).

; My payment of 5

is enclosed. (AHPK4

! Please make checks payable to Dell Magazine:
together in one package. To keep prices low we ¢
and handling for delivery outside the U.S.A. Offie



